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Introduction ¢ Invasions of Religions in India: Indus valley civilization 
Y a (IVC) which existed from 3500 BC to 1500 BC, ended 
y Ss 


because of the invasion by a group of Nomads/Barbarians 
called Aryans, who came from Central Asia/Europe. The 
IVC was Dravidian and that the Dravidians were driven 
out of the Indus valley by Aryan nomads, who became the 
new rulers. Hinduism was originally the Vedic religion of 
the Aryans. Islam arrived in the Indian subcontinent in the 
7th century when the Arabs conquered Sindh (Pakistan) 
and later arrived in North India in the 12th century via the 
Ghurids conquest and has since become a part of India's 
religious and cultural heritage. Since the 16th Century, 
India has been an arm of Western Christianity. 
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European Empire: The Genesis of European Empires in 
India started at the end of the 15th Century, when Vasco 
Da Gama discovered a sea route to India and landed at the 
Port of Calicut in 1498 and following his arrival, many 
Europeans powers like Portugal, Holland (Netherlands), 
Denmark, Britain and France, extended their imperialism 
in India for the process of Indo-European commerce. 


European Settlements in India: The Portuguese settles at 
Calicut (1502), Goa (1510), the Dutch settled at Pulicat 
(1609), and Nagapatam (1660), the Danes settled at 
Tranquebar (1620) and Serampore (1676), the British 
settled at Masulipatnam (1622), Madras (1639), Calcutta 
(1689) and the French settled at Pondicherry (1664). 


Mughal Empire (1526-1707): 


The Decline of the Mughal Empire 
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Mughal Empire: Mongol Warriors, who were Muslims, 
established military base in Kabul and went south to 
conquer the Indian subcontinent. A young prince named 
Babur took control over India in 1526 and established the 
Mughal Empire. Muslim rulers governed a significant 
portion of India until the arrival of the European powers. 


Decline of Mughal Empire: At first, India’s ruling Mughal 
Empire kept European traders under control but already 
weakened by civil war and misrules few, Indians wished 
to defend it. All around the borders, powerful new 
kingdoms sprang up and began to chip away at Mughal 
land holdings. Mughal state began a long, slow process of 
crumbling from within increasing peasant revolts. It 
suffered a lack of strong leaders. As time passed the 
prestige of the emperor faded. The Hindus and the 
Muslims began to fight. Decline of the Mughals began 
with religious conflict between Muslims and Hindus and 
resulted in infighting and a divided empire. 


Impact of Decline. However, during the 1700s, the empire 
began to lose its hold over India. When Aurangzeb died in 
1707, his empire declined rapidly and the Mughal Empire 
became fractured amongst princes. Dozens of small states, 
each headed by a ruler or Maharajah, broke away from 
Mughal control. As the Mughal Empire collapsed, French 
and British trading companies took advantage of the 
internal divide and began to advance in India. 


Colonialism and Christianity ¢ What is Colonialism: Colonialism implies domination of 


COLONIALISM 


people’s life in political, economic, cultural and social 
spheres. The main goal of colonialism is extraction of 
economic benefits from the colony. Colonialism gave 
businessmen unrestricted access to natural resources, 
cheap labor, and sizable profits. 


Colonialism and Christianity: Christianity and colonialism 
are often closely associated with each other because 
Protestantism and Catholicism participated as the state 
religions of the European colonial powers. Colonialism as 
an instrument paves the way for Christian mission 
activities and at the same time helping them to establish 
power. Colonialism meant legal standing and protection 
for missionaries. The association of Christian missionary 
work with aggressive imperialism introduced political 
complications. First comes the Missionary, and then comes 
the Resident, lastly comes the Regiment. 


Conquest of India: At first, Europe did not pose a threat to 
India. Over a period of time, European companies 
19 PD exhibited interest in obtaining more and more concessions 
Al Haye hed a s from the Indian rulers as each was very desirous of 
. ' a gaining a monopoly of eastern trade. The internal conflicts 

E RI n\ among Indian Kingdoms, the technological superiority of 
Europeans and financial benefits of commerce enabled the 

N DA a —* European traders to gradually gain political and military 


influence and appropriate lands. 
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Portuguese Colonialism 
(1502-1663 AD) 
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Portugal Mission: In 1502, the Portuguese established 
trading centers at Calicut, Cochin and Cannanore and 
effectively suppressed the Arab resistance. They soon set 
up trading-posts in Goa, Daman, Diu. Dadra Nagar, 
Haveli and Bombay. They made Goa, as the center of 
their Empire. Thus marked the colonial era in India. 


Portuguese Empire: the Portuguese Empire founded six 
years after the discovery of a sea route to the Indian 
Subcontinent by the Kingdom of Portugal. Portugal was 
granted Padroado rights by the Pope to evangelize, 
established missions, appointing clergy and to set up 
Christian congregation. Church Priest and Friars 
accompanied every political, military trade established 
by the colonial power in India. Until the 18th century, 
the Portuguese governor in Goa had authority over all 
Portuguese possessions in the Indian Ocean, from 
southern Africa to southeast Asia. 


Fall of Portuguese India: The Portuguese monopoly in 
trade and maritime activities remains unbroken till 
1595. At the end of the 16th century, England and the 
United Netherlands began to challenge theirs monopoly 
of trade with Asia. The Mughal Empire was also partly 
responsible for the downfall of the Portuguese in India. 
The rise of the Dutch in Indian waters was followed by 
the gradual ruin of Goa in 1639 and Malabar Coast in 
1663 the decline of Portuguese influence in India. 
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1).Dutch India. The Dutch East India Company, byname 
Vereenigde Oost-Indische Compagnie (VOC), trading 
company founded in Holland (Netherlands) in 1602. 
Next to the Portuguese, the Dutch set their feet in India. 
The King of Calicut wanted to use the Dutch to get the 
Portuguese out of the Malabar Coast. So he made a treaty 
with Dutch on the 11th November 1604. 


2Z).Masters of the Sea: The Dutch have been experts in sea 
trade. They were looking for textiles to exchange with the 
spices they traded in the East Indies. Apart from Cotton, 
the items traded that include precious stones, indigo, tea, 
coffee, cotton, textiles, rice, sugar and silk across the 
Indian Peninsula, saltpeter and opium in Dutch Bengal, 
and pepper in Dutch Malabar. They established fortified 
factories in Masaulipatam (1605), Pulicat (1608). 


3.Dutch Colonialism: The Dutch received encouragement 
from the rulers of Golkonda, the Nayaks of Tanjore and 
Shahjahan, Aurangzeb and Jahandar Shah. They began to 
coquet in Surat (1621), Ceylon (1656), Titucurin (1658), 
Dacca (1650), and Nagapattinam (1659), Malabar Coast 
(1663). It took the Dutch 57 years to defeat the 
Portuguese and get trading rights in Malabar. Now the 
Dutch were the masters of Pepper trade and they earned 
huge profits through a monopoly of their commodity that 
was known as black gold in Europe. The Dutch also 
captured Pondicherry from the French in 1693. 


Dutch Colonialism 
(1604-1825 AD) 
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4).Mission and Evangelism: The Dutch being Protestant 


had captured the Portuguese posts and expelled the 
Roman Catholic missionaries from the Fishery Coast 
and they had converted the Church built by the 
Portuguese. They had no interest on spreading the 
Christian faith in India though they had military 
chaplains, and they could not make any labors for the 
growth and developments of the church. They had 
considered evangelization and Christian mission 
politically, economically unprofitable as their main 
concerned was on trade and commerce. They spent 80 
years in India but their impact on India was very little. 


5).Decline of Dutch: The rise of the British power in the 
Eastern trade posed serious challenge to the commercial 
interest of the Dutch leading to bloody warfare. Amidst 
the saga of Dutch-Anglo rivalry, Travancore king 
Marthanda Varma gave a fatal blow to the Dutch in the 
battle of Colachel in 1741 AD leading to complete rout 
of Dutch power in Malabar region. They were forced to 
cede their dominant position in the Pepper trade to the 
Travancore Kingdom. The four Anglo-Dutch Wars 
(1652-54, 65-67, 72-74, 80-84) left the Dutch as the 
dominant naval and trading power in Asia. They never 
recovered from the defeat. Finally on Ist of Mary, 1825, 
under the Anglo-Dutch treaty, all the Dutch possessions 
in India were transferred to the British. 


Danish Colonialism 
(1616-1845 AD) 
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1).Danes India: Christian IV, the King of Denmark- 
Norway who subsequently issued a charter in 1616 
granting the Danish East India Company. Besides the 
Portuguese, the Dutch, the Danes entered India as 
traders on March, 1616 and they obtained Trancquabar 
port from the Nayaks of Tanjore in 1620. 


2). Trading in India. Tranquebar had a strong global 
trade economy, and attracted merchants, 


administrators, soldiers, and missionaries from 
Denmark, Norway, and other places in faraway Europe 
along with local Indian dyers and weavers, who were 
all engaged in the large textile industry that mainly 
produced silk and painted cotton cloth for export. The 
Danes had established trading outposts Masulipatnam, 
Andhra Pradesh, Serampore, West Bengal (1678), 
Calicut, Kerala (1752) and the Nicobar Islands (1750s). 


3).Fall of Danes: During the Napoleonic Wars, 
Denmark-Norway practiced a policy of armed neutrality 


whilst carrying French and Dutch goods from the Dutch 
East Indies to Copenhagen that led to the Danes-English 
Wars (1803 AD—1815 AD). The British invaded Danish 
shipping, and devastated the Danish East India 
Company's India trade and captured Danish colonies, 
making them part of British India. The Danish colonial 
Serampore was sold to the British in 1839, and 
Tranquebar and most minor settlements in 1845. 


French Colonialism ¢ 1).French India: The French East India Company was 
1664-1816 AD established in 1664. Dutch, English, Danes and the French 
also established commercial trading bases in India and 
FRENCH EAST INDIA COMPANY established Surat in 1668 and Masulipatnam in 1669. The 
French were Roman Catholics merchants. They acquired 
Pondicherry from the Sultan of Bijapur in 1673 and 
purchase of land at Chandernagore from the Mughal 
Governor of Bengal in 1690 and it became the centers of 
maritime commercial activities of the French in India. 

¢  2).Trade in India: The Collapse of the Mughal Empire after 
1707 led ultimately to armed conflict between the British 
and French companies for increased trade and influence. 


The French were constantly in conflict with the Dutch and 
AR later on mainly with the British in India. By 1720, the 
’ oe noe French had lost their factories at Surat, Masulipatam and 
iL. asieeeend { fot Bantam to the British East India Company. 

\ Jas <n \, ° 3).Mission and Evangelism: Francis Martin, the French 
+ - % Governor established the French at Pondicherry in 1701. He 
\ Pi invited the Roman Catholic Jesuits missionaries to undertake 
\ (tte Seem | the religious work among the Christians. They gave 
\ preference in the employment and economic fields to those 
aut ; Jorn } who embraced Christianity. Roman Catholicism spread 
Calcuk SWrorala 0 rapidly among the Mudaliars, Vellalas and Reddiars. During 
i \ i periods of crisis, the missionaries often came to rescue the 
\ J 0 2 snm 9 scheduled caste people. Cholera and epidemic and famine 

led to the more conversion of the scheduled caste. 


French Colonialism 
1 664- 1816 AD 
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4) Joseph Francois Dupleix: He was appointed as Intendant 


of Chandernagore (Bengal) in 1731 sowed the seeds of 
colonization. He had displayed great talents as an 
organizer, diplomat, and imaginative political visionary. 
So the French acquired Yanam (Andhra Pradesh) in 1723, 
Mahe (Malabar Coast) in 1725, and Karaikal in 1739. His 
reputation procured him in 1742 the appointment of 
governor general of all French establishments in India. He 
besieged Madras in 1746 but failed to capture the British 
fort of St. David. Dupleix developed friendly relations with 
the Nawab of Bengal much to the consternation of the 
British that led to series of conflicts with English in form 
of Carnatic Wars (1746-48, 49-54, 56-63). Dupleix had 
absolute control over the Nizam of Hyderabad and 
Mohammed Ali, the Nawab of Carnatic. But all these were 
in vain because the British and France while fighting in 
Europe changed their administered areas through various 
treaties. So the French recalled him to France in 1754. 


5). Sunset of French in India: Robert Clive, the British 


officer who dashed the hopes of Dupleix to create a 
French Empire in India. In 1756, the French encouraged 
the Nawab (Siraj ud-Daulah) to attack and take the British 
Fort William in Calcutta. This led to the Battle of Plassey in 
1757, where the British decisively defeated the Nawab 
and his French allies, resulting in the extension of British 
power over the entire province of Bengal. 


6).Decline of French Colonialism: The British defeated the French at Pondicherry in 1761 in the 
Battle of Wandiwash, after which the British East India Company was the supreme military and 
political power in southern India as well as in Bengal. The French existence in India through which 
they lost almost all their possessions in India. Finally, in 1816, following the Napoleonic wars, the 
five establishments of Pondicherry, Chandernagore, Karaikal, Mahe and Yanam and the lodges at 
Machillipatnam, Kozhikode and Surat were returned to French East India. But the French were not 
allowed to keep an army; it was allowed to keep only a police force to maintain law and order. The 
scope for French expansion was drastically curtailed by British constriction of the powers of the 
French. The French hopes of establishing their political powers came to an end. However, French 
continued to help Tipu Sultan in Mysore in modernization of his army. 
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1).British India: The English East Indian Company was 
formed in 1599. It was granted an English Royal Charter, 
under the name Governor and Company of Merchants of 
London Trading into the East Indies, by Queen Elizabeth I 
on 31 December 1600 authorizing it to trade in the East. 
The arrival of the British East India Company was the 
outcome of the Portuguese traders who earn enormous 
profit by selling their merchandise in India. 


2).British Establishments: The British EIC went to the 


court of the Mughal emperor Jahangir to secure royal 
patronage and succeeded to establish their factories on 
the Western coast of India. In return, the company 
offered to provide the Emperor with goods and rarities 
from the European market. The EIC build the first factory 
in Machilipatnam (1611), then Surat in 1612, Cambaya, 
Ahmedabad and Goa in 1613. In 1615 James I, the king 
of England, send the EIC officers to Jahangir’s court, and 
successfully secured a royal charter to trade in the whole 
of the Mughal territory. The ECI established factories at 
Agra (1619), Ahmedabad (1620), Broach, Armagaon 
(1625), and Golconda (1632). In 1638, they constructed 
Fort St. George in Madras and it became the chief 
settlement on the east coast of Coromandel. In the east, 
they established their factories in Orissa at Hariharapur 
and Balasore (1633), and Hughli (1651). They acquired 
Bombay in 1668 and made the headquarters of the West. 


British Colonialism 


(1600-1947 AD) 
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On This Day 1612: 
Battle of Swally 


English East India Company ships defeat Portuguese fleet, shifting 
balance of power between the two in India 


British and Portuguese Battle: The naval Battle of Swally 
(Surat) between Portuguese and British took place on 
29-30 November 1612 was a victory for EIC. It was the 
result of the Portuguese monopoly over trade with India 
in the late-15th and 16th centuries. By 1647, the 
company had 23 factories across India, and the major 
factories became the walled forts of Fort William in 
Bengal, Fort St George in Madras, and Bombay Castle. 
The EIC eclipsed the Portuguese bases in Goa, Daman 
and Diu, Chittagong, and Bombay. Portugal later ceded 
Bombay to England as part of the dowry of Catherine 
on her marriage to King Charles II on 21 May, 1662. 


4).British and Moghul Battle: The EIC went to meet the 


Mughal Governor of Bengal Shayista Khan in 1682 for 
an imperial directive granting the British trading 
privileges across the Mughal Empire and also to cancel 
a new tax on imported bullion. At the arrogance of the 
request, Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb broke off 
negotiations. After that the EIC decided to go to war 
against the Mughals. Aurangzeb issued orders for the 
occupation of the East India Company possessions all 
over the subcontinent, and the confiscation of their 
property. As a result, possessions of East India Company 
were reduced to the fortified towns of Madras and 
Bombay. In 1689, the strong Mughal fleet blockaded 
the East India Company fort in Bombay, Fort William. 


British Colonialism 
(1600-1947 AD) 


Child’s War: The Anglo-Mughal War, also known as 
Child's War, was the first Anglo-Indian war in 1690. 
After a year of resistance, a famine broke out due to the 
blockade, the British surrendered, and sent envoys to 
Aurangzeb's court to plea for a pardon and to renew the 
trade. They pay a large imperial fine of 1,50,000 
rupees, and promise better behavior in the future. 
Aurangzeb then ordered Sidi Yaqub to lift the Siege of 
Bombay and the company subsequently re-established 
itself in Bombay and set up a new base in Calcutta. 


6).Money; only Money: The British East India Company 
primary concern was trade and commerce rather than 


religious activities. It was a company incorporated 
under a Charter granted by the British Parliament. The 
charter was renewable every twenty years. The 
company’s mainstay businesses were gold and silver for 
cotton, silk, pepper, indigo dye, saltpeter, tea, spices, 
ginger, nutmeg, cloves, cinnamon and opium. The East 
India Company initially objected to missionary 
enterprise, with a clause in its charter prohibiting 
sending out to India 'missionaries and gentlemen’. The 
EIC feared that mission activities would lead to the 
awakening of the Indian Hindus and ultimately it 
would be the EIC’s interest that would suffer. The 
British East Indian Company effectively banned 
missionary activities in the regions under its influence. 


British Colonialism - 7).Angelo-Carnatic Wars: The Mughal Emperor 
Aurangzeb died in 1707. He was succeeded by Bahadur 
Shah I, but there was a general decline in central control 
over the empire. Carnatic war is a series of military 
conflicts in India's coastal Carnatic region, a dependency 
of Hyderabad State, India (1746-48, 49-54, 56-63). The 
conflicts involved numerous nominally independent 
rulers and their vassals, struggles for succession and 
territory; military struggle between the French East India 
Company and the British East India Company. 


8).French Vs British: One major instigator of the 


Carnatic Wars was the Frenchman Joseph Francois 
d Dupleix, who arrived in India in 1715, rising to become 
— * PTT | | NG } the French East India Company's governor in 1742. He 
Te LE : at | organized Indian recruits under French officers for the 
first time, and engaged in intrigues with local rulers to 
expand French influence. However, he was met by the 
equally challenging and determined young officer from 
the British Army, Robert Clive. 


9). Impacts of War: As a result, the British FIC 


established its dominance among the European trading 
companies within India. The French company was 
pushed to a corner and was confined primarily to 
Pondicherry. With the decline of Mughals and defeat of 
French, British East Indian Company dominance 
eventually lead to control 3/5 of Indian Territories. 
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10).Battle of Plassey (1757): The battle of Plassey took 


place on the banks of the Hooghly River in Bengal. The 
belligerents were the Nawab Siraj-ud-Daulah, and the 
British East India Company. With the support of French 
East India, he overran British trading posts, including 
Calcutta, where British prisoners were allegedly left to 
die in the infamous "black hole of Calcutta." 


Robert Clive: The British Lieutenant Colonel Robert Clive 
was sent from Madras to retake Calcutta and from there 
began plotting the overthrow of the Nawab. He bribed 
Mir Jafar, the commander-in-chief of the Nawab's army, 
and also promised to make him Nawab of Bengal. The 
Nawab’s army numbered 50,000, two-thirds infantry 
armed at best with matchlock muskets. The French had 
sent artillerymen to bolster the Bengali cannon to more 
than fifty guns. Facing this host, Clive arranged his force 
of 3,000, composed of European and Sepoy troops and a 
much smaller force of artillery. Clive defeated the Nawab 
at Plassey on 23rd June,n 1757 and captured Calcutta. 
The nawab fled the battlefield on a camel, and Mir Jafar 
was duly installed in power as a British puppet. 


12). Impacts in India: The victory had cost the lives of 


only twenty-two soldiers on the British side, while 
achieving a major stride toward British control of Bengal. 
Over the next hundred years, they seized control of most 
of the Indian subcontinent, Myanmar, and Afghanistan. 


British Colonialism 
(1600-1947 AD) 
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13).Anglo-Mysore Wars: Mysore Wars, four military 


confrontations (1767-69; 1780-84, 1790-92; and 
1799) in India between the British and the rulers of 
Mysore on the one hand. Maratha Empire and the 
Nizam of Hyderabad. And the other hand. Hyder Ali 
and his successor Tipu Sultan fought a war on four 
fronts with the British attacking from the west, south 
and east, while the Nizam's forces attacked from the 
north. The war resulted in the overthrow of the house 
of Hyder Ali and Tipu (who was killed in the fourth 
war, in 1799), and the dismantlement of Mysore to 
the benefit of the East India Company. 


14).Angelo-Maratha Wars: The thee Anglo-Maratha 


wars (1775-82, 1803-05, 1817-18) were fought 
between the army of the British East India Company, 
which after 1757 was de facto ruler of Bengal and of 
other provinces in North East India, and the Maratha 
Empire, or confederacy, in the south of India. The 
Moghul Empire was already under British control but 
its power had never extended far into the South, 
where the French were defeated in the North at the 
Battle of Plassey (1757), still vied with the British for 
dominance. The wars started in 1777 and ended with 
British victory in 1818 and the destruction of the 
Maratha Empire in India and the whole of India came 
under the control of the British East India Company. 


British Colonialism ° 
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15).British Empire in India: The Battle of Plassey in 


1757 was followed by the Battle of Buxar in 1764 
wherein the British EIC Captain Munro defeated the 
joint forces of Mir Qasim of Bengal, Shujauddaula of 
Awadh and Mughal king Shah Alam II. Slowly but 
surely, the East India Company started to rule India. 


16).Governor-General of Presidency: The British 


Regulating Act of 1773 created the office with the title 
of Governor-General of Presidency of Fort William, or 
Governor-General of Bengal to be appointed by the 
Court of Directors of the East India Company. The first 
governor-general, Warren Hastings, transferred all 
important offices from Murshidabad, the provincial 
Mughal capital to Calcutta. He ruled British Bengal 
from 1772 to 1785 and he is credited along with 
Robert Clive for laying the foundation of the British 
Empire in India. In 1773 Bombay and Madras became 
subordinate to the government at Fort William. 


17). Pitt’s India Acts: In August 1784 the British Prime 
Minister William Pitt passed India Act, which created the 
India Board to regulate the company's governance of 
India. Following this the government intervened more 
frequently in Company affairs in a series of East India 
Company Acts. By the end of 18th century through wars 
and annexations almost three fourth of India was to come 
under the control of the British East India Company. 


Tranqubar Lutheran - 1).Danes India: In 1616, at the time when the Dutch were 

Mission (1 706) about to drive the Portuguese out of India, a second East India 

Company was founded in Denmark. The Danes landed in 

1620 on the Island of Ceylon and Tranqubar. The area of 
Tranquebar which they rented from the king of Tanjore. 


Tanquebar Mission: The foundations for Protestant missions 
to the Indian sub-continent were laid in the Danish mission at 
Tranquebar colony in the Coromandel Coast of Tamil Nadu. 
The King Frederick IV of Denmark, a Lutheran who first 
conceived the idea of sending the gospel to the heathen in the 
Danish colonies. He applied to his court preacher, Dr. Lutkens 
and commissioned him to provide several missionaries. 


3).Birthday of Protestant missions: Since no Danes came 


forward to offer themselves for missionary service, Dr. Lutkens 
turned to Germany. He found out two German Pietists young 
men, 30 year old Henry Plutschau and 23 year old 
Bartholomew Ziegenbalg, both of whom had studied under the 


Bartholomaeus Ziegenbalg 
10 July 1682 te 23rd February 


KNOWN AS FATHER OF MODERN PROTESTANT MISSION 
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aii Cape godly Pietist leaders Joachim Lange at the Halle University in 
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Berlin. Joachim had influenced the mind of Ziegenbalg that “if 
anyone leads a single soul belonging to a heathen people to 
God, it is as great a deed as though he were to win a hundred 
souls in Europe”. Both were responded to the appeal to 
establish the mission activities for the natives living in the 
Danish East India. They landed in the Danish colony of 
Tanquebar on 9th July 1706 in the southeastern part of India. 
This is the birthday of Protestant missions in India. 


Tranqubar Mission 
Ziegenbalg (1683-1719) 


4).Opposition from Danes East India. Though Ziegenbalg 


and Plutschau came to Tranquebar with the Denmark 
Royal patronage, the Danish commander J.C.Hassius did 
not like to receive them. He refused to allow any 
missionaries in the territories under his jurisdiction. The 
missionaries find opposition from the Danish EIC when 
it is thought that their work might interfere with their 
economic interests and profit making. 


5).Bartholomaeus Ziegenbalg (1683-1719): He was 


gifted, intense, emotional, impetuous, wholly dedicated 
to the work. Ziegenbalg accomplished great things for 
God in the prime of his youth and that too, in an alien 
country, despite the inclement climatic conditions and 
the hostile attitude of the local people to the preaching 
of the gospel. He was frequently prostrated by sickness. 
In spite of all these trials his missions gained a foothold. 


Challenges: Hassius watched their home correspondence 
with suspicious eyes. He brought the most scandalous 
charges against Ziegenbalg and arrested him to four 
month imprisonment, in a tiny room and did not allow 
anyone to visit him and even denied pen & ink. On May 
Ist 1708, a Danish ship cast anchor in the roadstead, 
and a letter from Dr. Lutkens informed that the ship had 
on board 2000 Dalers for the missionaries. But through 
the carelessness of the drunken captain, the money 
ashore was capsized and all its contents were lost. 
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Heinrich Plitschau (1678-1747): He was sober, rather 


slow he was cut out to be an admirable follower but not 
a leader. The misionaries worked well to gather in 
mutual confidence and fellowship. The original plan was 
that Ziegenbaklg should concentrate on Portuguese and 
Plutschau on Tamil, but this was changed, and mastery 
of Tamil became the primary objective of Ziegenbalg. 


8).Mission Church: The missionaries laboured 


intensively, despite opposition from the local Hindu and 
Danish authorities in Tranquebar. A little congregation 
was formed and a small mission church was built 
outside the fort baptizing Ziegenbalg's 30-year old 
‘Shudra' man servant, Seperumal on 12th May, 1707 
and nine were baptized in the following month. 


9).New Jerusalem Church: After 14 months they had 


baptized 75, possessed a new church and held worship 
services in Portuguese and Tamil languages. They had 
conducted catechetical instructions and worship services 
in the New Jerusalem Church, a stone building 20 by 50 
feet, white-washed, with a stone altar and a stone pulpit, 
but purposely bare of pictures, images and crucifixes. 
The Tamil converts were economically, and socially 
dependent on the Danish fort, on mercantile trade. By 
1710 there were 202 members in the Church, 117 of 
them Tamil and 85 Portuguese. In 1711 Plutschau 
returned to Germany, never again to revisit Tranquabar. 
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10).Scholar in Tamil. Ziegenbalg was prepared to give 
much time to Tamil language study and the investigation 


of Hindu ideas and customs. Initially the high caste 
Hindus are not eager to reveal their secrets resources of 
Tamil Palm-leaf manuscripts. But Ziegennbalg 
ascertained that the widows of the learned Brahmans are 
sometime willing to part with their husband’s books; his 
emissaries have gone out far and wide in search of such 
treasurers, and as a result of their efforts he now had a 
collection of 300 Palm leaf manuscripts in Tamil. 


11)Education Work: Education was a central component 
of the Halle Mission to convert the local Tamil 
population to Christianity. Ziegenbalg established the 
first school for girls in 1707 and this might be the first 
school in India for girls’ education, and perhaps even the 
first girl’s school in Asia! He had established school for 
the Portuguese children for those of mixed descent, and 
a Tamil school for Indians. the mission schools opened 
new perspectives and possibilities for social mobility. 


12).Threat for the Gospel: The missionaries were not 


allowed to work inside the Tanjore kingdom. Ziegenbalg 
attempted to walk to Tanjore in 1709 but had learned on 
the way that 'no white European could travel in the 
country unless he had a passport issued by the King or 
one of his highest officials', and that the King had killed 
a few Portuguese priests and imprisoned others. 


Tranqubar Mission - 13).Dialogue with Hindus and Muslims. Ziegenbalg's 
Ziegenbalg (168 3-1719) second way of communicating his message was to study 
, Tamil writings assiduously and discuss religious matters 


whenever he could. In 1708 and 1709 he visited the 
Dutch in Nagapattinam. On his trips he distributed 
literature to Brahmans and gathered names for future 
correspondence. Whenever he could, he talked with men 
who frequently came to his house and with those he met 
on his walks through the colony: in market places, in 
front of temples, on the streets during festivals, in public 
resting places, and in private homes. Ziegenbalg 
welcomed Hindus and Muslims to the liturgies of the 
church in Tranquebar, the context in which the 
Protestant message was heard in its fullest resonance. 


14).Relationship with English Mission. Ziegenbalg had 


visited Madras in 1710, had been most kindly received by 
the pious governor, Edward Hrrison, and had written 
enthusiastically of the possibilities of a mission in that 
city. On 21st March 1711, Ziegenbalg was able to report 
that the New Testament translation of Tamil work had 
been completed: this is a treasure in India which 
surpasses all other India treasurers. The Society for 
Promoting Christen Knowledge of Anglican Mission in 
England felt no difficulty about supporting work carried 
by German Lutherans. The society purchased a printing 
press and dispatched it to India in 1713. 


Genealogy of the 
South-Indian Gods A 
Manual of the 
Mythology and 
Religion 


Bartholomaeus Ziegenbalg, Wilhelm 
Germann, . J. Metzger 


Pages: 254 (English) 
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15).Ministry of Zieganbalg: In 1712, Ziegenbalg set up a 


modern printing press in Tranquebar to print German, 
Portuguese, and Tamil materials. He chose to use every 
day spoken Tamil, not the poetry of the elite. He had 
published the Tamil New Testament in 1714. He also 
published Lutheran Catechism, Tamil Hymnal, and 
liturgical works into Tamil, He built a church and 
founded schools where children studied the Bible along 
with Tamil ethics, mathematics, astronomy, medicine, 
and world geography. In the course of time, these 
children became the bearers of Tamil Christianity. 


16).Publications. He compiled a Tamil grammar and 
wrote scholarly works on such topics as Indian 
Philosophy, religion and the caste system. He had 
published his most valuable treatise “The Genealogy of 
the Deities of Malabar’. The text contains the original 
voices of knowledgeable South Indians from various 
religious backgrounds and presents South India. 


17).Ministerial Training: In 1714, Ziegenbalg's went to 


Europe and able to convince the University at Halle to 
start scholarly study into the Tamil language. In August 
1716, he married Maria Salzmann, landed once more at 
Tranquebar. In 1716 a seminary was opened with 8 
students for the preparation of the future Indian church 
leaders. Beside his NT Biblical translations, he had gone 
as far as the book of Ruth in the Old Testament. 
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| BE ALWAYS THE FIRST” 
ZIEGENBAILG Was 


w First Motestanr Miéssianury to india 


1 First Royal Missionary from Denmark. 


% First to Propagate Protestontiam 


1© First to introduce the Printing Prees in india 


) Girte in India 
13. The Firet to open the Boarding Home in India 
14. The First to ctart the Tailoring Unit 
15. The First to Introduce the Free Noon-meal Scheme 
16. The First te Print Tamil Text Books for the Schools 
17. The First to bulld the Tamil Protestant Church 
18. The First to Preach the Sermon in Tamil 


' 
| 19. The First to start the Seminary to create Mative Leaders 


20. The Firet to organize inter-Religious Dislogues 
| 21. The Firet to produce the Tamil Dictionary. 
22. The Pirst to write the Gengslogy of South Indian Gods 
| 23. The Firat to establish Ecumenical Relationship 
24, The First to recommend Tamil te be taught In Germany 
Compited by 
Rt.Rev.Dr. TARULDOSS, m.a., 8.0., M.Th., Ph.D., 


President / Bishop of Tranqueber 


Pearl of Tranqubar: After Ziegenbalg's abortive effort to 
walk to Tanjore, in 1710 he went in a caravan to the 
English in Madras to the north. The officers of the East 
India Company invited him to establish a charity school 
in Cuddalore. At this request, the missionaries deputed 
in 1717 Savarimuttu, a Tamil teacher, to go there and 
to start a charity school. He shared the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ with his students. One of them was Arumukam 
Pillai, who embraced Christian faith. Ziegenbalg 
baptized him 1718 with the symbolic name Aaron, the 
first priest of the Israelites in the Hebrew Bible, and 
employed him in the Tranqubar mission. Gradually, 
Aaron rose from being a teacher to a beloved catechist. 


19).Rest in Peace: Ziegenbalg had never been a man of 
robust health. On 10the February 1719 he handed over 
all responsibility for the mission to his colleague J.E. 
Grundler. Ziegenbalg dies at age of 36 on 23rd 
February 1719. When he died, he left his two children, 
a church of 250 Tamil members, 147 of whom were 
high-status 'Shudras' (who were Velalans) and the 
remainder low-status 'pariah' caste members. Less than 
a month after the death of Ziegenbalg, three new 
missionaries Benjain Schultze, N.Dal, and J.H. 
Kistenmacher reached Madras on 20 March 1719. in 
remembrance of Ziegenbalg, Indian Postal department 
also released a special stamp on 10 December 2006. 


SPCK Mission Society * 1).SPCK: The Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge 
and Tranqubar Mission (SPCK) is a oldest Anglican UK based Christian charity 
Founded in 1698. It has a vision of a world in which 
everyone is transformed by Christian knowledge. 
Lutheran and Anglican friends associated with the SPCK 
in London cooperated to support the work of the German 
Lutheran Pietist missionaries in Tranquebar. 


2Z).Lutherans and Anglicans in Christ: The Anglican 


mission agency took note of the activities of the 
Tranquebar missionaries. In 1710, the Anglicans (SPCK) 
invited Ziegenbalg (Lutheran) and his colleague Johann 
Ernst Grundler (1677-1720) to Madras. They promised 
to assist Ziegenbalg’s missionary work in Tranqubar and 
ee : thus came into being the English Mission. 
TIERCE. 3).English Mission: In 1726, the SPCK came forward to 
sponsor Benjamin Schultz, one of the leading German 
missionary of the Tranquebar mission, and from that time 
onwards for nearly a century the S.P.C.K. adopted quite a 
number of these Lutheran missionaries. Their reasons for 
doing so were obvious. There were at that time no 
CAURCH OF SOUTH INDIA- Dioette ge Mere Englishmen who were prepared to leave home and 
a> + ate S CHURCH — country to face the trials and loneliness of an Indian 
"9 000 aie be eeorenet missionary's life. The SPCK adopted Philipp Fabricius 
(1742), C.F. Schwartz (1767), Christian Pohle (1777) as 
their missionaries. These men, who were naturally objects 
of admiration to many in England, as well as in India. 
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Tranqubar Mission ¢  1).Benjamin Schultze. He was the most talented missionary. 
au Schultze 1726- 1741) He is the man of considerable linguistic gifts and great 
energy. He founded a school for Portuguese and another 
for Tamils and sought to teach the children in the principle 
of Christianity in Trnaqubar. Schultze, along with Peter 
Maleiappen (1700-1739), completed Ziegenbelg's OT 
translation from Ruth to Malachi in Tamil and published 
in 1728. He deemed himself a linguistic genius, and 
translated with much celerity large portions of the Bible, 
not only into Tamil but also into Telugu and Hindi or 
Hindustani. In 1732 Schultze published 112 German 
hymns in Tamil. The church grew perceptibly and there 
would be more than 600 baptisms in a year. 


2).English Mission: In 1726 Schultze took the revolutionary 
step of moving to Madras. In due course the SPCK in London 


IOANNIS- ARNDT, hi so . took responsibility for his support. He became the first 
“neces ar ais member of the British Mission. Schultze fully translated the 
VERO Book of Common Prayer into Tamil and studied and wrote 
CHRISTIANISMO with great energy. His missionary journey covered more 
eae than 100 villages. He founded worshipping congregations 
Sass: co and schools for those Tamils and Telugus who hailed from 


BENIAMIN SCHVLZIVS, 
WINHONARTVS EVANGELLONA 


low social and economic strata of the society. In 1743, the 
annual reports records 678 Indian Christians and 13 as 
belonging to the Portuguese congregation. When Schultze 
returned to Germany in 1741, Phillip Fabricius took charge 
of the mission station at Madras. 


; 


Tranqubar Mission 
Philipp Fabricius (1740-1791 


This Dictionary, which contained about 9008 Tamil words 
with a large collection of idiomatic phrases, formed the hasis 
of subsequent works by Drs, Rotther and Winslow, who, while 
adopting almost all those phrases, refer to this Lexicon as 


HE First Tamil and English Lexicon was published in 779 and reprinted in | 
1608 under the title, “A MALABRR and ENGLISH DICTIONARY” by the old 
German Lutheran Missionaries Johann Philip Fabricius and Christian 
_ Breithaupt, 


1).Philipp Fabricius: He arrived in Tranquebar as a 


Lutheran missionary in 1740. He moved to Madras to 
take over the position left vacant by the departure of 
Schultze. He possessed a sensitive and retiring nature, 
and therefore shrank from the wild, dissolute life of his 
tie; the Tamils called hi the Sannyasi Aiyar or the monk- 
priest. His favorite employment was the translation of the 
Bible into Tamil. He had very good relationship with the 
British East India Company officials who helped him in 
more than one way in his missionary endeavor. 


2Z).Weary Days of Fabricius (1745-1784): The suffering 


of Fabricius was hardly than any other for the unsettled 
days and difficult conflicts (1745-84). When Madras was 
captured and pillaged by the French in 1746, Fabricius 
was compelled to fly with his frightened flock to the 
neighboring Dutch colony of Puilicat, and there to 
remain in exile until 1749. In 1758 the French came 
again and the light horse of their Muhamadan. allies 
sacked all the environs of Madras. Fabricius was for the 
second time compelled to flee with his converts to Pulicat 
and there to remain in exile until 1765. In 1780, the wild 
mounted hordes of Haider Ali, the King of Mysore 
advanced to the gates of Madras, spreading fear and 
desolation around them. Once again Fabricius were 
forced to take refuge in the fortress. Such stormy times 
were little suited to the peaceful work of the mission. 


Tranqubar Mission 
Philipp Fabricius (1742-1791 
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(Preface to the New Testament of Fabricius) 


3).Bible Translation: On his first arrival Fabricius had 
supposed that the Tamil New Testament of Ziegenbalg was 
as good a translation as could be hoped for, but he quickly 
saw how unsatisfactory was the hurried work of Schultze 
and also how capable of amendment Ziegenbalg’s 
translation. Fabricius had evinced a capacity for language 
study. He hoped that by the help of God he had been able to 
restore them. He devoted his whole strength to this task 
and crept though the original Bible text on his knees as if 
he were himself a poor sinner and mendicant, carefully 
weighing each word to see how it might best be rendered. 
He was extraordinarily patient and diligent worker, testing 
his work by reading it aloud to a verity of hearers, and 
making sure that what he head was understood by them. 


4).The Golden Bible. There was a 'great cry for Bibles’. 
People followed him crying, We don't want bread or money 


from you, but we want the Word of God. In 1750 Fabricius 
had completed his revision of the New Testament. In 1761, 
Fabricius had revision of the Old and New Testament. In 
1766, he published of his own New Testament now he 
turned to Old Testament. Finally, He published the first 
complete Bible work into Tamil in 1796. He had published 
A Malabar and English dictionary in 1783. He provided the 
best translation of the Bible, known as the Golden Bible. For 
150 years the Fabricius version was the only one in use in 
the Lutheran Churches in South India. 


Tranqubar Mission - 5).Publication of Hymnal. After the Bible, Fabricius’ 
Philipp Fabricius (1742-1791 gentle spirit and fervent faith found expression in the 
composition of Tamil hymns. Ziegenbalg had translated 
eevee, as 48 German Hymn into Tamil and Schultze had added a 
Christian large number of more hymnal but Fabricius holds the 
Commitment place of pre-eminence. He reproduced the German 
hymn writers in the simplest language possible. In 1774 
there appeared his Tamil Hymn book contains over 100 
unui timmn hymns. His translated hymns addressed the heart, mind, 
oH Hi j Li\\ ARR: and emotions of the worshippers. 

- - 6).Publication of Dictionary. Ziegrnbalg had made a 
——— = beginning with the collection of Tamil words and their 
German equivalents; Fabricius went much further. For 
many years he was engaged in the work of 
Lexicography. In 1778 his Tamil Grammar, specially 
intended for the use of young missionaries; in 1779 the 
Tamil-English Dictionary, and in 1786 the English- 
Tamil parts of his Dictionary was published.. 


7).Harvesting the Souls: Fabricius did not neglect the 
seeds of the gospel which had been blown far and wide 


by the storms of war. Though his carful pastoring there 
grew up outstations all around Madras, at Pulicat 
(Pazhaverkadu, in Thiruvallur District, of Tamil Nadu), 
Chingleput and Vellore. The native membership 
increased during his 50 years labour from 240 to nearly 
4000. Fabricius died on January 23rd, 1791. 
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Tranqubar Mission 
C. F. Schwartz (1750-1798) 


1).Christian Friedrich Schwartz: He was Fabricius’ great 


contemporary, the brightest star in the Danish 
missionaries, was Christian Friedrich Schwartz landed at 
Cuddalore on July 16th 1750. He was the man of 
holiness, to the superlative purity and integrity of his 
life. He begins career as a renowned evangelical 
missionary-statesman-scholar, diplomat, and mentor to 
leaders of Mass—Conversion movements in Tirunelveli. 


2).Ministry At Tranquebar: Schwartz benefited from the 


Tamil-speaking Christian community established by 
Ziezgenbalg and others exceeded 1700 Christians. His 
first business was to learn Tamil, and his first charge a 
Tamil school. Schwartz established a school in every 
congregation. His reputation as a gifted schoolmaster 
grew. Already proficient in European languages of 
German, English, Latin, Greek, Hebrew, etc.), he became 
fluent in local Indian languages of Tamil, Telugu, 
Sanskrit, Marathi, Dakhni-Urdu (Southern Hindustani), 
Persian, and Portuguese (the coastal lingua franca). With 
his linguistic skills and engaging manner, Schwartz won 
the hearts of many nationalities in India. He served for 
10 years in Tranquebar and in 1760 he crossed the Palk 
Strait and traveled among Tamil villages of Jaffna (Sri 
Lanka) in the Dutch Colony. Two years later, while 
visiting Trichy, Schwartz was implored by British Major 
Preston the local commander, to render assistance. 


Tranqubar Mission -  3)Mission at Tiruchirapalli. In 1762, a powder magazine 
C. F. Schwartz (1 750-1798) had blown up in the British Fort at Trichi, killing many 
tig 7 ——ee—y = SOldiers and sepoys. With no military chaplain to bury 
? the dead or comfort the wounded, Preston promised to 
build a Church and School for Tamil Christians if 
Schwartz would only stay. Despite being a Lutheran, he 
agreed to provide last rites for Anglican British soldiers 
killed in a gunpowder explosion. In 1764, when troops 
were ordered to march and to besiege Madurai, Preston 
again begged Swartz to help him. In the war, a number 
of the children of European soldiers were left fatherless, 
he founded an orphan school. By the help of Preston, a 
stone church capable of holding 1500 people, was 
dedicated as Christ's Church on 18 May 1766. Later, a 
English and Tamil schools were added in Trichy. 


4).Mission to Muslims: In 1767 Schwartz was officially 
appointed as British Chaplain. But he never neglected his 


duties as a missionary to non-Christians or abandoned 
his loyalty as a Lutheran. In Trichy Schwartz, learnt 
Urdu in order to be able to talk to representatives of the 
Nawab of Arcot. He labored 16 years in Trichi and 
proclaimed the Word of God to the heathen and 
Muhammadanes. He had started educational work and 
taught the Catechists. In 1772, Wilhelm Berg, a German 
captain in the service of Tulaji, the King of Tanjore, 
invited Schwartz for an audience with the king. 
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5).Mission at Thanjavur: In 1773 the Aarcot Nawab’s 


forces brought suffering to many people in the city of 
Thanjavur. Schwartz began to organize reliefs efforts. 
When no grain could be obtained and people were 
starving, his simple word was sufficient to underwrite 
loans and stabilize prices. Without such surety, grain 
would not come onto the market, and food purchases 
for masses who were dying from family would not have 
occurred. His efforts to help the poor and suffering, 
regardless of religions brought him recognition, and his 
fame spread. When Tulaui, the King of Thanjavur, was 
restored to his throne in 1776, he begged Schwartz to 
remain permanently. 


6). Second line Leadership: The eyes of Schwartz bean to 


turn towards Thanjavur. Schwartz ordained three Tamil 
preachers, Aaron, Diago, and Rajanayagam, to serve 
local congregations within villages of the kingdom. In 
1779, Schwartz founded the Christ Church in Tanjore. 
It helped the Tamil Lutherans to have an alternative 
place for worship, study, and socialization. Schwartz 
was also responsible for the education of Vedanayagam, 
and he become one of the greatest Tamil poets and 
hymn composers. In 1784 he established an English 
school in Thanjavur known as St. Peter's Higher 
Secondary School. Swartz make Thanjavur his 
permanent abode for the reaming 28 years of his life. 


Tranqubar Mission 
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7).Raju-guru to the New Maharaj. Schwartz learns 


Persian the court language of the King of Thanjavur 
who was by origin a Maratha. Upon the 
recommendation of the British resident, Schwartz was 
appointed royal interpreter. In 1787 the Maratha King 
Tulsi, lay on his death bed and he had adopted as heir 
his 10 year old nephew Serfoji II. He turned to Schwartz 
and begged him to serve as the boy’s guardian, but 
Schwartz hesitated and then declined. But when the 
company set the boy aside and made Amir Singh rajah 
in his place, and when Amir Singh's servants threatened 
the boy's life, keeping him in a dark room and refusing 
to allow for the boy's care and education, Schwartz 
made a special appeal to the British and they rcognized 
Swartz as the boy's guardian ,but in 1793, when Amir 
Singh's servants again made attempts against Serfoji's 
life, placing him in a special house and surrounding 
him with armed guards so that Swartz had much 
difficulty in gaining access to the boy, and appeal to 
British. Serfoji's claim was recognized, and restoration 
of Serfoji to the throne of Thanjavur was ordered in 
1797. Schwartz did not merely consider Serfojee II as 
his student, but as a friend. The young prince regarded 
Schwartz as the savior of his life and his father. 
Schwartz continued to enjoy the goodwill of Marathi 
leaders of Tanjore, Ramanathapuram and the British. 


Tranqubar Mission 
C. F. Schwartz —— 1798) 


Politics: Swartz was summoned by the British to Madras 
in 1779. There he was asked to undertake a secret peace 
mission between British and the danger Maratha rebels 
and Haider Ali, the King of Mysore. The British heard 
that Hyder Ali, had joined hands with the French, an 
enemy of the British, and was planning for a war against 
the British; they wished to send an embassy to him. 


9).Peace maker: Hyder Ali has specifically requested that 
Schwartz be sent. No other emissary was deemed more 
trustworthy. Schwartz agreed to go, but he went only as 
a missionary and only as an emissary of peace. 
Schwartz’s embassy to Hyder Ali increased Schwartz’s 
reputation as an impartial negotiator, whom Hindus, 
Muslims and the Anglicans could trust. 


Violation of Peace Treaty: Swartz had several interviews 
with Hyder Ali at Srirangapuram (Capital of Mysore). 
Schwartz returned with respect for the Muslim ruler but 
complained of the insincerity and avarice of the British. 
Hyder Ali ensured peace, but British broke his promise 
and waged a war against him. So. Hyder Ali’s armies 
broke upon the Carnatic 1, 00,000 strong destroying 
Baillie’s brigade near Kanichipuram and sweeping to the 
gates of Madras itself. Once more Schwartz found his 
hands full, tendering the hungry, sick, wounded and 
dying. When peace negotiations resumed, Schwartz was 
again called upon to act as a mediator. 
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11).Mission at Ramnadu. Lord George McCartney, who 
was the British Governor of Madras, deputed the British 


administrator John Sullivan, the resident of Tanjore, to 
redress the grievances of Muthuramalinga Sethupathi, 
the Prince of Ramanatapuram I (1760-1794). John 
Sullivan proposed the idea that, Swartz want to start a 
Provincial School there and the prince should provide 
financial aid. Among other things, the students should 
learn the English language and the Prince accepted it. In 
1785 Swartz started a school in Ramanathapuram. He 
also established Schools in Sivangenga, Kumpakonam, 
Tanjore in 1792. In these schools the teaching of 
Christianity was a conspicuous element. In the Current 
Schwartz Matriculation Higher Secondary School in 
Ramanatapuram, one of its illustrious students was A.P J. 
Abdul Kalam, the most beloved President of India. 


12).Harvesting the Souls: C.F. Swartz, the founder of the 


Lutheran Mission in Ramanathapuram. He trained the 
Tamil Catechists and sent forth from Tanjore to take 
charge of those outlaying stations and churches were 
founded in all the important centers of Ramnad. Three 
Tamil preachers, Aaron, Diago and Rajanayagam began 
to serve local congregation and they provided basic 
literacy for believers in each congregation. The Kallar 
community of Maravas was own over by Schwartz to 
Christianity. He baptized over 2800 souls. 


Tranqubar Mission ° 
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13).Mission at Tirunelveli: Schwartz laid the 


foundations for the Mass-Conversion in Tirunelveli. As 
early as 1769 and 1771, word had come to him that 
Tamil Christians had settled in Tiruleveli. In February 
1778 Schwartz was called to Palayamkottai by a 
British officer wished to be married and who informed 
him also that there were a number of Children to be 
baptized, who had been members of the congregations 
at Trichi and Tanjore. Swartz travels down to 
Tirunelveli, near the southern extremity of India. 


14)Mass-Movements. On this occasion too he baptized 
a Brahmin widow, Clarinda, who had already been a 
candidate for baptism in Trichi but whom Schwartz 
had to refuse on account of her dubious relations with 
a British Carnell Little Don. Thenceforward she was 
one of the great pillars of the Christian movement in 
the Tirunelveli district. In 1786, Clarinda wrote a letter 
to Swartz for a permanent pastor for them. Schwartz 
sent Sathiyanathan Pillai, one of his most gifted helpers 
to serve as a permanent resident pastor. He was 
ordained in 1790, after undergoing a _ rigorous 
examination in Thanjavur. In 1799 Sathiyanathan 
joined David Sundaranandam. A local convert and 
disciple who had come from the lowly Shanar 
community, in organizing one of India’s earliest 
“Mass-Movements” of conversion to Christianity. 
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15).Last Days of Schwartz. Schwartz made several 


lengthy journeys to Madras, Ceylon, Tiruchrapalli, 
Tanjore, Ramanathapuram and Tirunelveli to spread 
Christianity. He felt the need of a helper in Thanjavur, 
and he himself provided a successor in his foster-son 
Kasper Hohlhoff the younger. 


John Casper Kohloff (1762-1844): He was perfectly at 


home in German and Tamil and had a good knowledge 
of English and Portuguese; he had a subsidiary 
knowledge of Hndustani and Persian languages. 
Schwarts never married, so he loved young Kohlhoff as 
his own child and ordained him on the occasion of the 
Jubilee of the ministry of the elder Kohlhoff on 23rd 
January, 1787 as a Lutheran pastor. J.C.Kohloff 
continued Mission for another 47 years in Tanjore. 


17).Final Blessings. When Schwartz suffered his final 
illness, he called Serfoji II to his side and bestowed a 
special blessing upon him. He exhorted the prince to 
rule all his subjects with even-handed justice, to 
protect his Tamil Christian subjects from persecution, 
and to submit himself to the grace and mercy of the 
One and true God, who alone could give him eternal 
peace. Serfoji II also promised to take care of them.. 
Schwartz died on 13 February 1798, his body laid to 
rest in St. Peter's Church in Thanjavur. Schwartz never 
quitted South India to the day of his death in 1798. 


Tranqubar Mission 
C. F. Schwartz (1750-1798) 
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18).Memorial. At Schwartz's memorial service, Serfoji 
composed and read a eulogy; he also had a monument 
to Schwartz in Christ Church, Tanjore. Later, he built a 
church to show his affection to Schwartz. At his death 
in 1798, the East India Company erected a monument 
honoring Schwartz in St. Mary's Church, Madras. 


Morning Star: Swartz lived out his Christian life before 
their eyes in such a way as to make faith attractive 
even to the hardened and the cynical. he did the work 
of several missionaries. In a world awash in corruption 
and injustice, both European and Indian, the personal 
integrity of Schwartz was never questioned. To the 
very last, he showed indifference to personal power or 
wealth. Schwartz was without doubt the greatest of all 
the Tranquebar Missionaries. With him and _ his 
generation the Tranqubar Mission reached its zenith. 


20).Gate of Glory: Schwartz won the admiration of 
Hindus, Muslims, and European settlers in India. 
Though estimates vary, by the time of his death, 
Schwartz was effective in gaining over six thousand 
Indian converts--both Hindus and Muslims--to 
Christianity. He endeared himself to the Indians as he 
established many schools for native Indians and 
orphaned Indian children. The Church missions 
referred to Schwartz as the apostle to South India after 
which William Carey became the apostle to North India. 
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Aaron Aaron had been born in the year 1698. He was 
by caste a Vellala, this being reckoned as the highest 
caste, second only to the Brahmans; he belonged to a 
well-to-do family. He was a man of courage and 
integrity, and wise in the handling of individuals. He 
bore throughout a high reputation, having behaved 
himself in such a way as to earn the respect and love 
of both Hindus and Christians. He had been baptized 
in 1718, and in the following year had become 
excellent native catechist in the city congregation and 
evangelist in the surrounding villages. 


Ordination: The German _ Lutheran  Pietists 
missionaries were well disposed towards the Tamils; 
however, their socio-culture upbringing and manners 
forced the Tamil Lutherans to long for their own 
Tamil pastor. It was especially encouraging to find 
amongst the converts capable and devoted men whom 
it was a real joy to ordain, and thus lay the foundation 
of a native pastorate. The ordination which took place 
on 28 December 1733, the missionaries ordained 
Aaron as their first Tamil Lutheran clergy with equal 
standing to the European clergy. He the first Tamil 
Lutheran pastor and sent him to care for the Lutheran 
congregation in Mayavaram. His ministry was not of 
long duration; he died on 25th June 1745. 


Tranqubar Mission ¢ Rajanaikan: He was a lower-caste (Servai) had been 
Raj anaikan (1700- 1 771) brought up in the Roman Catholic Church in Tanjore 
es See named Rajanaikan. He had been a subordinate officer in 
. Sie the army of the King of Thanjavur, had read the literature 
as well as the Tranquebar translation of the Bible into 
Tamil. The missionaries were unwilling to admit him, but 
in July 1727 he arrived in Tranqubar, bringing with him 
three soldiers for Baptism. After that he was admitted and 
recognized as catechist of Thanjavur in 1728. 
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Catechist Rajanaikan: When Rajanaikan returned to 
Tanjore this defection aroused the wrath of the Catholics. 
Rajanaikan had to endure any hardships at their hands, 
but he stood firm throughout, and began a career of 
witness the effects of which were felt far and wide. 


Ministry of Rajanaikan: In 1742 Rajanaikan opened a 
school there where he held worship services, and in 1744 
a prayer hall had been built for 'Shudras'. Following the 
lead of Rajanaikan, the Tanjore Protestant; both 'Shudra' 
and 'pariah', would emerge as significant numbers in the 
Lutheran Church. He lived in Thanjavur, but he moved 
throughout the country, co-operating with the catechists 
in their various stations. As he himself belonged to one of 
the lower castes, most of his converts were from the same 
social level. He served as catechist for over 40 years and 
brought hundreds into the church from the lower castes 
but he was never ordained in the Lutheran Church. 
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Rajappen: He was born in 1742 as the son of Christian 
parents. The family was originally of the Vellalar caste. 
His grandfather had also converted to Christianity and 
had worked as a catechist. Rajappen grew up with him. 
In 1750 his grandfather enrolled him in the middle 
school. After the death of his father and grandfather 
Rajappen was first employed in the mission printing 
Press and later appointed schoolmaster in Tranquebar. 


Cathechist Rajappen: In 1769 the missionaries 
transferred him as schoolmaster and catechist to 
Tanjavur where he took up the position vacated by the 
assistant Dewanesen. In October 1777 Rajappen was 
recalled to Tranquber, where he was _ appointed 
catechist. During his term of office Rajappen developed 
a strong interest in questions of medicine, and combined 
missionary work with medical work. 


Ordination of Rajappen: He was ordained on 7 May 
1778 and later transferred to Tanjavur again. In 1784 
Schwartz sent him to Palayamkottai with his son in law 
Njanapiragasam to support fo converted Brahmin 
women Clarida. When the pastor Phillipp died in 1788, 
Rajappen was recalled to Tranquber from Tanjavur to 
continue Philipp’s work in the schools and the church 
there. From time to time he traveled from Tranquebar to 
Palayamkottai for the sake of ministy. He probably spent 
his last years in Porayar, where he died in 1796. 


Tranqubar Mission 


Karpagam Sathiyanathan. Sattianathan came from a 
high-caste Vellalar Hindu family. As a young man he 
was taken by a mission assistant to C.F. Schwartz in 
Tirucirappali, where he was baptized. In his first years 
with the mission Satthiyanaden worked as a porter for 
Schwartz. He had a very high opinion of Sathiyanathan 
as a humble, disinterested man, good preacher, skilled 
in dealing with others, and generous to the poor out of 
a meager stipend. 


Catechist Sattianathan:. Around 1770 he was appointed 
as assistant. After the Raja of Tanjavur had been 
deposed by the English and the Nawab, Sattianaden and 
Rajappen travelled in 1774 in the region of Tanjavur 
and kept the missionaries infirmed about political 
developments. In the 1780 Sattianathen was a Catechist 
with Schwartz in the English mission in Tanjavur. 


Ordination of Sattianathan: In 1784 Schwartz sent him 
to Palayamkottai to help the converted Brahmin woman 
Clarinda, who was working for the Mission. On 26th 
December, 1790 Sattianathan was ordained at 
Tranqubar and thereafter he continued in charge of the 
growing work in Tinnevelli District, under Rev. Joseph 
Daniel Janicke. Sattianaden remained there fill his 
death. In 1804 he returned to Tanjavur on account of 
differences of opinion with the local assistant and 
Catechists. He probably died in 1815. 
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Kokilla: The British Captain Harry Lyttelton saved Kokilla, 
a Maratha Brahmin, attached to the Tanjore royal family 
widow from being burnt alive with her dead husband on 
a funeral pyre in Tanjore in 1760. The Hindu Pundits 
were very angry and ordered that the family should not 
take her back home. No one was ready to accept the 
young widow; Lyttelton came forward to give shelter in 
his house. He also taught her the basics of Christianity. 


2Z).Royal Clarinda. In 1776, When Kokilla first 
approached C.F. Schwartz for baptism in Thanjavur; but 


he declined to baptize her because she was not married 
to Harry Lyttelton, but lived with him. When Lyttelton 
was transferred to the British Garrison in Palayamkottai, 
she went with him. Shortly thereafter he died. In 
February 1778 Schwartz was called to Palayamkottai by 
a British officer wished to be married and who informed 
him also that there were a number of Children to be 
baptized. On this occasion Schwartz encountered a 
Brahman widow with whom he had already had 
dealings in Thanjavur. Now he baptized Kokilla at the 
age of 32 and gave her the Christian name Royal 
Clarinda on 3rd March 1788 in Palayamkottai. She was 
the first Tirunelveli Christian. Her name heads the list of 
names in the Tirunelveli Church Register. 
Thenceforward she became the life and soul of the 
Christian propaganda in Tirunelvelli. 


Tranqubar Mission ¢ 3.Ministry of Clarinda: Clarinda gathered a group of 
Clarinda(1746-1806 Christian converts from diverse caste backgrounds, 
a. founded a congregation. Within two years of her 
SN ministry, 40 people took baptism. Before Schwartz’s 
second visit to Tirunelveli in 1785 Clarinda, mostly at her 

own expense, had erected a Church. Schwartz dedicated 
it on 23rd August 1785. in Polayamkottai. This is the 
Mother Church for all Protestant Churches in Tirunelveli. 


4).Morning Sttar of Tirunelveli. In 1786, Clarinda wrote 


a letter to C.F. Swartz for a permanent pastor for the new 
church. Schwarz left behind one of his most trusted 
Indian Catechist Satyanathan to pastor the flock. When 
many Hindu Brahmins came to know that she was a 
Brahmin lady so many Brahmin people came forward to 
know about Jesus and many of them accepted Christ in 
their life. She did house visit ministry irrespective of 
birth, caste, class, race and gender and preached the 
gospel. In 1802, the church membership was 5000. 
People called her as Pappathi Amma. In 1787 she built a 
school and it was the first school in Tirunelveli area. Now 
it is known as St. John’s College. She dug a “well” from 
her own money for Dalit people and now it is called as 
“Pappathi Amma Kinaru”. One day suddenly she fell sick 
and died at the age of 60 in 1806. Clarinda, was called as 
the ‘Cornerstone of Tirunelveli Diocese’, she was the 
morning star of Tirunelveli Christianity. 
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1).Chinnamuthu: Chinnamuthu was born on Ist of May, 
1772, in the village of Kalangudi, which is amidst 
Sattankulam and Mudhalur of Tirunelveli district. His 
parents belonged to the Shanar community and died of 
smallpox when he was a child. When Chinnamuthu was 
17, his aunt chased him with a ladle. Unable to bear the 
humiliation, he left his village and went to Tanjore. He 
was inspired by the preaching of John Casper Kohloff on 
the market streets and followed him. C. F. Schwartz was 
baptized him as David Sundaranatham in 1789. 


2).Catechist David Sundaranantham: Glorinda wrote a 


letter to Schwartz, for a Ordained pastor in Tirunelveli. 
Schwartz ordained Sathyanathan in Tranquebar and 
sent him as a pastor to Palayamcottai in 1790. In 1796 
Schwartz sent David Sundaranandam as an assistant to 
Sathyanandan. In the following year Sundaranandam 
shared the gospel of Christ to his family members. Thus, 
in 1797, Eighteen of his family members were baptized 
in Vijayaramapuram. Glorinda established a school in 
Vijayaramapuram too. It was from Vijayaramapuram 
that Christianity spread among the Tirunelveli Shanar 
Community. David continued his mission work in and 
around his villages. Thus, in October 1797, 40 of 
Shanmugapuram villagers were baptized. In 1799, 
David was appointed as a catechist in Mudhalur and he 
was the first catechist of the Shanar community. 
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3).Mudhalur. On the initiative of David with the 
financial assistance of British Captain Everett, 
Mudhalur was formed the first Christian settlement in 
the Tirunelveli Mission with 28 Shanar Christians in 
1799. In 1800, the population of the Mudhalur village 
reached 200. Since 1802 many refuge villages have 
been secured for the protection of Christians. villeges 
such as Sawyarpuram, Nazareth, Samaria, Bethlehem, 
Jerusalem, Adaiyal, Kadachapuram, Anbinnagaram, 
Christianagaram, and Suviseshapuram. Between April 
1802 and June 1803, 5382 people from 70 villages 
were baptized66 members of the lower castes. 


4). Christian persecutions. Seeing all this, the radical 


Hindu fundamentalists expressed their fierce 
opposition. So they burnt down the churches built in 
many villages. Christians were plundered, confined, 
and tortured, mud-thatch dwellings torn down, 
livestock and property taken, women ravished, and 
books burned. Thousands were beaten, stripped, and 
driven into the jungle. Christians were humiliated. The 
livelihood of the Christians was taken away. For many 
Christians, agriculture, palm climbing, blacksmithing 
were all denied. The lives and possessions of the 
Christians were not guaranteed. The Christians were 
also excluded from the villages. Christians wanted to 
stay away from the tribulation and live in peace. 


Tranqubar Mission / David + 5).Thadikambu Christian Youth Sena. Sundaranandam 
Sundaranandam (1772-1806) could not continue to tolerate injustice. Therefore, to 

— protect and defend Christians, Thadikambu Christian 
Youth Sena association was formed. He trained the youth 
in Silambattam, Varmakkalai and wrestling. Many 
young people from the affected villages joined this 
union. Wherever Christians were attacked by the radical 
Hindu fundamentalists, Thadikombu Christian Youth 
Sena rushed to defense of the Christians. However these 
actions were highly criticized by Christian missionaries 
as it did not express Christian love. But these actions 
were needed in that time to protect the Christians. 


6). The First Martyr of Tirunelveli. The radical Hindu 


fundamentalists in the vicinity of Mudhalur growth, 
they plotted to kill Sundaranandam. In 1806, August 15 
David went to the festival in the village of Bethlehem 
and David’s food was poisoned. David Sundaranandam, 
unaware of this, ate it and died prematurely at the age of 
34 in the village of Bethlehem. David Sundaranandam 
was the first Christian and first preacher from the 
Shanar community in Tirunelveli district. He was also 
the first martyr in Tirunelveli. David Sundaranandam is 
known as the Father of Mudhalur. To commemorate his 
ministry the Thoothukudi-Nazareth diocese established 
the David Sundaranandam Church Counsel and it has 
70 parishes which reach out the gospel to many today. 
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Tranqubar Mission *  1).Maharasan: Maharasan came from an obscure village 


Vedamanickam (1763-1827 called Mylady near Nagercoil. His ancestors were doing 
cultivations at paddy fields in Tanjavore. He heard the 


Gospel while he was on a pilgrimage to a place called 
Chithambaram. He heard the gospel message of John 
Caspar Kohlhoff, that led his conversion Christianity. In 
1804, he was baptized as Vedamanickam in Thanjavur 


» = 2).Ministry of Vedamanickam: He returned to his village 


Mylady and began proclaiming the Word of God that he 
learned during his long stay in Tanjore. In Mylady, he 
gather those who would listen to the Gospel and read the 
Scriptures for them. He taught the Catechism called 


WILLIAM TOBIAS RINGELTAUBE _ gap : : ; 
moins = Gnana Upathesa Kuripadam (Wise doctrine). They were 


about thirty people were Baptized including his wife and 
relatives. Yeasuvadiyan, the catechist from Palayamcottai 
visited him occasionally to help Vedamanickam. 


3).Ringaltaube: Certain catechists from Tanjore and 
Thirunelveli came and worked for some fime in South 
Travancore. But Vedamanickam felt that presence of a 
European missionary in this place would further boost 
the cause of mission. So he returned to Tanjore with a 
request for a missionary. It so happened that a Lutheran 
missionary named Ringaltaube, associated with the 
London Mission Society, was residing and waiting for 
providential guidance to direct him to a new sphere of 
labor. Ringaltaube accepted Maharasan’s invitation. 


Tranqubar Mission 
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4).Travancore Mission: Ringletaube founded the first 
protestant Church at Mayiladi and gave baptism for 40 


people. Heappointed Vedamanikkam as a catechist. 
Rev.Ringeltaube spent 12 years of his career at 
Mylaudy and gave baptism more than 1,100 people 
during his life time. Since 1815, his health began to 
fall in sick due to overwork and decided to go back 
home for rest. So he ordained Vedamanickamas his 
deputy till the arrival of another missionary in 1816. 


5Ministry of Vedamanickam: Vedamanickam managed 
himself for 2 years. He visited lot of villages, preached 
gospel, held prayer meetings, regularized the BIBLE 
readings, arranged church meetings and managed the 
mission without a help of foreign missionary. The 
Protestantism experienced great success due to the 
work of Vedamanickam. Bishop Middleton, the first 
Anglican bishop for India from abroad, had visited 
Mylaudy mission and Vedamanikcam, praised him and 
encouraged him. The London Missionary society had 
arranged missionary Rev. Mead to fulfill the Rev. 
Ringeltaube. Vedamanickam and his colleague's whole 
heartedly received him. Vedamanickam had handed 
over charge of the mission to Rev.Mead in December 
1817 and received the same respect and attention as 
he got earlier. Vedamonicjam worked with Rev. 
Charles mead for another 9 years and died in 1827. 


The Golden Age of ¢ Soul Winners: The Danish Protestant missionaries made 

Tranqubar Mission (1706-1800) their way to Cudallore, Madras, Tanjore, Trichnopally, 

» Tiruneveli, Ramanadapuram, and Travancore and even 

in Calcutta. 57 Danish missionaries came to India 

between 1706 -1846, 20 died and were buried in 

Tranquebar and 22 at other stations in other part of 
Tamilnadu only 15 returned to their fatherland. 


Sa | a Harvesting the Souls: The Danish Mission achieved that 
i” so many converts were every year baptized in the 


various missions. In Tranquebar alone, in 19 years, 


bdehinhn Arwhivbertehun chet ndbbebent SM there were 19,340 souls were harvested. In Madras, as 
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than 2000 soulsm the Tanjore Mission, about 1500 
souls, the Calcutta Mission upwards of 1200 souls and 
the mission established at Tinnevelli in 1785, is also 
several hundred sous. Altogether, near about 50,000 
natives of India had abandoned heathenism and 
embraced Christianity at the end of 18th Century. 


Golden Age of Lutheranism: Christian F. Schwartz was a 
German Lutheran missionary to India, who was mainly 
instrumental in the development of Tamil Lutheran 
Evangelical Protestant Christianity in Tamil Nadu 
During the whole of the Eighteenth century, the 
Lutherans were the only Protestant missionaries and it 
was known as the golden age of Lutheran period. 


Great Awakening 
in the West (Europe 


1).Enlightenment in Europe: In the 1700s, a European 


philosophical movement known as the Enlightenment, 
or the Age of Reason, was making its way across the 
Atlantic Ocean to the American colonies. In many ways, 
religion was becoming more formal and less personal 
during this time, which led to lower Church attendance. 
Many began to crave a return to religious piety. 


2).Great Awakening: The Great Awakening was 


impacted America during the 1720s and 1740s It. 
brought various philosophies, ideas and doctrines to the 
forefront of Christian faith. Some of the major themes 
included: 1). All people are born sinners 2). Sin without 
salvation will send a person to hell 3). All people can be 
saved if they confess their sins to God seek forgiveness 
and accept God’s grace 4). All people can have a direct 
and emotional connection with God 5). Religion 
shouldn’t be formal and institutionalized, but rather 
casual and personal. It gave listeners a sense of personal 
guilt, their sin, and the need of salvation by Christ. 


3).First Great Awakening (1720s-1740s). The stage was 


set for a renewal of faith, and in the late 1720s, a revival 
began to take root as preachers altered their messages. 
The religious zeal of many became watered down 
compared to past followers. Yet, revivals, mass 
gatherings to hear preachers, increased religious zeal 
during the Great Awakening. 
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4).Forefathers of First Great Awakening: Jonathan 


Edwards, George Whitefield, Gilbert tennentone are the 
chief fathers of the Great Awakening. Several leaders 
led the charge during the Great Awakening, including 
David Brainard, Samuel Davies, Solomon Stoddard, 
Theodore Frelinghuysen, and others. They often 
traveled from town to town, preaching about the 
gospel, emphasizing salvation from sins and promoting 
enthusiasm for Christianity. The result was a renewed 
dedication toward Christ and protestant Christianity. 


5).Second Great Awakening in America (1790-1850). 


In the 1700s, another religious revival, began in New 
England. It led to the founding of several colleges, 
seminaries and mission societies. Newer denominations, 
such as Methodists and Baptists, grew quickly. DLL. 
Moody’s annual student conferences, Student Volunteer 
Movement for Foreign Missions organization, Holiness 
revivals and supernatural power, Indigenous revivals 
(Jamaica). The Second Great Awakening were other 
reform movements such as temperance, abolition, and 
women's rights. If encouraged people to abstain from 
consuming alcohols in order to preserve family order. 
The reforms touched nearly every aspect of daily life, 
such as restricting the use of smoking and dietary and 
dress reforms. The Great Awakening unquestionably led 
the establishment of Mission Societies in Europe. 


The Modern - William Carey. He was born in 1761 right in the thick of 
Missionary Movement 


the Great Awakening led by George Whitefield and John 
Wesley. At the age of 14, he apprenticed in a local 
WI rie AM CR REY cobbler's shop, and enthusiastically took up the faith, and 
though little educated, the young convert borrowed a 
Greek grammar and proceeded to teach himself New 
Testament Greek.. Carey further studied Hebrew, Latin, 
Italian, Dutch, and French and became a preacher. 


Baptist Mission Society: At a ministers' meeting in 1786, 
Carey raised the question of whether it was the duty of all 
Christians to spread the Gospel throughout the world. 
Then the president of the council retorted: "Young man, 
sit down; when God pleases to convert the heathen, he will 
do it without your aid and mine." But Carey persisted. In 
1789, he became the pastor of Baptist church in Leicester. 
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Missionary Manifesto. In 1792,Carey published his 
groundbreaking missionary manifesto, An Enquiry into 
the Obligations of Christians to use Means for the 
Conversion of the Heathens. Carey later preached a pro- 
missionary sermon in 1789 by using Isaiah 54:2-3, in 
which he repeatedly used the epigram which has become 
his most famous quotation: “Expect great things from God; 
attempt great things for God” which resulted in the 
‘at hs Ape eit formation of Baptist Missionary Society in 1792. Carey at 
RT great things from God, the age of 32 came to Calcutta as a Baptist Missionary 
attempt areat thinas for God. along with his wife Dorothy, four Children in 1793. 
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Arise, shine, for 
your light has come. 
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